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The First Baptist Church of Rochester  

is pleased to welcome  
Rev. Brent and Anna Bowden  

to the Rochester Area and to the our church.  

 
 

Pastor Brent will officially begin his work with us on August 
1, 2016.  Both, Anna and Pastor Brent, will formally join the 
congregation on August 7th during worship.   
 
We will share communion at this worship along with 
greeting and welcoming the Bowdens into the church family.   
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE PASTOR’S COMMENTARY 
 

 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/


A BRIEF SIX-MONTH REVIEW 
The Church Council, Committees, Task Forces, and Pastoral Search Team have carried out assigned charges 
and/or missions during an active and productive six-month period.  Let’s look at some of what has been 
accomplished and some ongoing activities. 

 Deacons.  Concern for care of members of our congregation sparked interest in reviewing the By-laws to 
determine a realistic way to either revive our Deacon positions or to recommend an alternative approach 
to providing care and support.  A Task Force was appointed with Chuck Sparnecht as Chair.  This group 
has met three times and anticipates that they will present their recommendations soon. 

 Corresponding with the Deacon questions, an investigation of the Stephen Ministries Program began.  
Literature was secured as were the names of churches in this area that had existing programs.  A sizable 
group from FBCR hosted representatives from Greece Baptist and Ogden Baptist Churches, who shared 
with us details of the program, training, costs, and supports needed.  An introductory workshop is 
scheduled for October in the Syracuse area.  It is hoped that a number of our congregation will want to 
attend. 

 200th Anniversary Planning Committee.  Chuck Sparnecht chairs the committee and has added to its 
membership.  The product from their last meeting was a list of projects associated with the Anniversary 
that can be carried out by many people, each project requiring limited time commitment.   

 Causewave (formerly the Ad Council). It is anticipated that this organization will offer some guidance to us 
with the 200th Anniversary.  We have had an association with Causewave through various non-profit 
workshops, meetings, and consultations. Five FBCR members attended a celebration breakfast which 
honored special non-profit programs.  Our attendance gave us credit towards future consultation, 
primarily for the 200th Anniversary. 

 Music Committee.  Doleen Hood has reactivated the Music Committee with some members from the 
original group and a few new members.  They have had a productive restart. 

 Welcoming and Affirming Committee.  Marcia McCarthy and Marge Forth share the leadership of this 
active Committee.  FBCR, along with Greece, Lake Avenue , and Immanuel Baptist Churches participated 
in the PRIDE LGBTQ Parade on Saturday, July 16th.  We now have an “American Baptist Churches Banner” 
for future use.  Rainbow Welcome riders have been ordered for the large signs at the driveway entrances 
on Allens Creek Road and Clover Street. 

 Faith in Action.  Marian Morrison and Pastor Cliff were our honorees this year. 

 Baptist Peace Fellowship Conference, held June 27-July 2 was attended by Sarah and Chris Oaks.  A 
report of the Conference will be given in Sunday Forum on September 25th. 

 Brighton Food Depot.  Special note must be given to the volunteers who lovingly give of their time, talent, 
and energy to make this program a success. 

 Outreach in Orlando.  Through correspondence with Ramona Reynolds-Netto and Orlando Commissioner 
Robert Stuart, three suggestions were offered regarding our aid to the Orlando community: contributing 
to the OneOrlandoFund; contributing to the Christian Service Center for Central Florida; or looking at our 
own community for pockets of need which may be honored in their memory.  Mr. Stuart indicated that 
their needs were met at the moment.  Ours are not.  A task force has been formed with Mark 
Harnischfeger as Chair to explore needs within our community and relationships. The Missions Committee 
has been included in this effort. Communication will continue for future planning.    

 The Pastoral Search Committee.  The work of this Committee has been outstanding.  The weekend 
introducing the Bowdens was well planned ending with the positive Congregational vote on June 5th.  Their 
continued care and monitoring of housing, moving, and arrival have been well provided. 

 The Pastoral Search Team has also planned the Farewell Luncheon for Pastor Cliff and Karen.  The Council 
and many others assisted in making this a memorable event for the Houstons. One hundred and sixteen 
people attended to show their love and appreciation. 

 Pastor Cliff has prepared us well for our new pastor and for the beginning of a new era for our Church.  
We are truly grateful. 

And now we must look to the future.  On August 1st Rev Brent Bowden will begin his journey with us.  On 
Sunday, August 7th, he and Anna will become members of First Baptist Church of Rochester.  He will deliver 
his first sermon as our new pastor on that day.  An Internal Installation Service will be planned with the 
Worship Committee and Pastor Brent, and will be held within the next two months.  The Church Council and 
the Committees will work closely with our new pastor in visioning for the future of FBCR and in making 
those visions become reality. 

Marilyn McClellan, Moderator  



 FBC Book Club 
Tuesday,  August 23  

The FBC Book Club will meet on the fourth Tuesday, August 23, at 11:30 AM. The book for 
discussion will be The Wright Brothers by David McCullough.  It is a fascinating story about 
the beginning of aviation and the perseverance of Wilbur and Orville Wright. You are 
welcome to bring a sandwich and join the group. 

 

 

 

 
The Brighton Food Depot 
 

 
Thank you for all the contributions you 
made this month.  As of July 29th, we 
reached our goal of Macaroni and Cheese 
with 108 so far and were close for 
Spaghetti Sauce with 63.  We pray that 
Sunday’s count will put us over in both. 
 
 

For August 2016 we are collecting:   

Cereal and 1# boxes of Spaghetti 

OUR COMMUNITY 
Reaching out to Others 

Fairport Baptist Homes 

Swing for Seniors Golf Tournament 
 

First Baptist Church is one of the 
many sponsors of the Fairport 
Homes Golf Tournament “Swing 
for Seniors.” This year Richard 
Wien, Doug Trolley, Graham 
Trolley of FBCR and John Monroe 
of GBC, golfed to represent our 
churches.   
 
The event had many individuals, 
groups, and organizations from 
the area supporting their 
ministry.  It was a huge success 

raising over $72,000 for the Homes.  If you are 
interested in supporting this mission fund-raising 
endeavor by golfing in future years speak with 
Richard Wien, Doug Trolley, or Ken Hines. 

 

THE CROSS OF LIGHT* (PLACED ON THE CARD GIVEN TO PASTOR CLIFF & KAREN ON SUNDAY. ) 
 

Many have wondered at the brightly blossoming chancel cross, so far from cruelty, crucifixion, death, and sorrow. What does it mean? 
 

The secret of this window on eternity is found in these words of Jesus: “I am the Light of the world… And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me.” 
 

Always a cross, always a light beyond. The risen Christ, transfigured back to Light, draws us toward the invisible world by visible 
colors of this. 
 

Light which left the sun eight minutes ago is diffracted by stained glass in curving patterns and flowers into all the colors of the 
spectrum, each intensified by its opposite. 
 

These are really only vibrations of different wave-lengths, interpreted as colors by our retinas, nerves, and brains. 
 

Many other vibrations, longer and shorter, we cannot see, but may hear as speech, music, wind, or thunder; may feel as heat, pain, or 
joy; may even receive directly from kindred minds far away. 
 

We are all in swift motion -- fifteen degrees an hour, twelve miles a minute.  These curving intersections and upward sloping lines feel 
that spiral of tension. 
 

At the crossing is the wheel of time, which has paused an instant before resuming its whirl. (Why did it seem to stop for us? Time to 
think?)  
 

Light is radiant energy from above.  So is life.  So is love.  So may be the resurrection and the life to come. 
 

To gaze intensely through that one clear lens around which the time wheel turns is perhaps to discover peace at the center of all. 
 
 

By John Rothwell Slater, 1872-1965 
Writer, Theologian, Professor of English,  

Head of English Dept., U of Rochester, 1908-1942 
 

 
*The stained glass cross at the First Baptist Church of Rochester 175 Allens Creek Road, Rochester, NY 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/bfd.html


Monday, August 1 
Worship 10:00 AM 
 

Wednesday, August 3 
Worship 10:00 AM 
 

Sunday, August 7 
Worship 10:00 AM—Receiving New 
Members-Pastor Brent & Anna Bowden 
Fellowship Time 
Counters: Diane and Dale 
 

Monday, August 8 
Welcoming & Affirming Meeting 6:30 PM 
 

Tuesday, August 9 
Trustees Meeting 6:45 PM 
 

Thursday, August 11 
200th Anniversary Task Force will meet 
 at Burgundy Basin Inn 6:00 PM with a 
 meeting to follow ~6:45 PM at church 
 

Sunday, August 14 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Counters: Diane and Lynn 
 

Monday, August 15  
Library Team Meeting 9:30 AM 
Council Meeting 6:00 PM 
 

Sunday, August 21 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Mission Meeting 11:00 AM 
Counters: Diane and Dick 
 

Tuesday, August 23 
Book Club 11:30 AM August’s Book is The 
Wright Brothers by David McClullough 
 

Sunday, August 28 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Counters: Diane and John 

GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest 

WELCOMING & AFFIRMING 
ROC Pride Parade—July 16, 2016 
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Please check 
around your 
home for any 
books that you 
may have which 
come from the 
church library.  
We are missing 
some and would 
love to get them 
properly labeled. 
Drop them off on 
the Library table. 
 

Thank you. 
 

The Library Team       
 

Sometime in August, the parking lot will have some 
repair work completed.  During this work and as it 
“cures,” the Allens Creek Entrance to the church lot 
and in front of the clothing shed will be closed for 
about one week. We will send out a notice when we 
know the exact days.  Thank you for your patience as 
we all use our Clover Street Entrance.   

The Trustees 

On July 16, 2016, several members of the First Baptist Church 
of Rochester joined members for Lake Avenue, Immanuel, 
and Greece Baptist Churches and participated in the ROC 
Pride Parade on Park Avenue. Walking (and riding) behind a 
Welcoming and Affirming, American Baptist Churches banner, 
the participants all had a great day and appreciated the spirit 
of celebration at the parade. A special thank you to Marge 
Forth for her work with the registration process and Marilyn 
McClellan for her work in ordering our banner. 

Anyone wanting more information about our small group or 
wishing to participate is welcome to join us.  

Marcia McCarthy, convenor; or  
Sally Dodgson, Marge Forth, Lynn McClellan, Dawn 

Hawbecker, Chuck Sparnecht, and Rose Welch 

PROPOSED COVENANT REVISION 
Keeping its essence while simplfying it 

Our Proposed Revised Covenant 
of the First Baptist Church of Rochester 

 
Believing in a loving God of Creation and accepting Jesus 

as Christ, we, the people of the First Baptist Church of 

Rochester, establish this covenant: 

 To live by the ethical principles taught in scripture by 

Jesus and as revealed by the Holy Spirit, 

 To uphold freedom of religious expression,  

 To honor the diverse ways in which God is known 

among us,  

 To strive for social justice within all relationships,   

 To create a worshiping community in which we seek 

spiritual growth through study, prayer, forgiveness, 

peace, and an inclusive welcome, 

 To raise the quality of life for everything God has 

created through compassionate and caring individual, 

community, and global ministries. 


