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PASTOR’S COMMENTARY
An Invitation to Venerate Your Saints

Just a little over three weeks ago tens of thousands of people gathered
in Saint Peter’s Square under the watchful eyes of Saint Clare, Saint
Ignatius, Saint Benedict, Saint Julian and 136 other saints atop Bernini’s
colonnade. A man who bears the name of Saint Francis officiated a
ceremony which dubbed Teresa of Calcutta, Saint Teresa. So what is that
all about?
From time to time the Roman Catholic Church and other branches of
the church close to them canonize persons who’ve lived incredible lives as
saints. They go through a process of posthumous investigation to ensure
that they have lived lives of extraordinary virtue and been a part of at least
2 confirmed miracles and/or died an extraordinary death because of their
faith. When those factors are proven beyond any doubt they are added to
the list of saints and given a patronage. Saint Francis is the patron of
animals because he preached to birds. Saint Lawrence is the patron of
cooks because he was martyred on a grill over an open flame (can’t make
this stuff up). These saints are venerated with feast days, medallions, and
patronizing prayers petitioning them to petition God on behalf of those
under their watch. They are collectively celebrated on All Saints Day.
Baptists have, for many decades, looked with some skepticism at
the idea of beatifying, canonizing, and patronizing human beings as saints.

There is some well-founded theology in that skepticism. We wouldn’t want to deify a human but giving
someone such a title and praying to them may, for some, border on deification. We’re also not so keen on
canonizing anything. The last thing that we accepted as codified by any rigorous standard was the Bible
itself some 1700 years ago. Shy of that, we’d rather let individual experience and study be the standard by
which we mark things as holy or sacred. We don’t do saints!
Or do we?
Some of you know that Anna and I went through a dark period in life a few years ago when I was
forced to resign as Campus Minister at a school in San Marcos, Texas because I offered pastoral care to a
student struggling with her sexual identity. I was hurt, my calling as a minister had been invalidated, and I
didn’t have a job. Life was rough for a while. During that period a man named K.C. Ptomey joined the
faculty at Austin Seminary where Anna was working on her M.Div. He’d been a Presbyterian pastor for over
4 decades and had come to teach the art of ministry to a new generation of budding ministers. I don’t know
how he did it, but he managed to live a life of prophetic agitation that forced people to reconsider their own
latent racism, sexism, homophobia, etc. all while remaining a tender and compassionate pastoral presence.
He could scold you then hug you in a way that only the best parents could muster.
When we told him about what happened in San Marcos he cried right in front of us. His tears were a
balm we desperately needed. In the ensuing months he checked in on us. He told me to keep my head up.
He affirmed my gifts in ministry. He griped with us about the hard stuff. The day I finally received a call to
become a pastor we bumped into him on campus. When we broke the news, I was expecting his
congratulations and a hearty handshake. No, this 76 year-old friend of ours threw his arms around us in joy
exclaiming, “Oh, I’m so excited for you!” while jumping up and down – and forcing us to jump up and
down. There we were like a bunch of giddy kids bouncing in the middle of a seminary parking lot.
And then he was gone. Only months later KC was diagnosed with Liver Cancer. Months after that he
died. I still think about him though. When faced with a challenging pastoral scenario I ask myself, “What
would KC do?” I guess that’s not the same as petitioning him in prayer, but I assume he would if I asked.
Sometimes I read through copies of his sermons and I’m inspired to be a better preacher, a better person.
KC has joined the great cloud of witnesses, but he is still with me to this day – because I have beatified
him. He is my saint. He is the patron saint of jumping up and down.
And so I guess Baptists can have saints. Maybe our process is different, more individual, less
doctrinal, but we do have our saints don’t we? You have someone in your life who has left this world, but
whose words and love still nurture you, still challenge you. I know you do. We all do. These are our saints.
We will be celebrating the lives of our saints here at First Baptist on All Saints Sunday, October 30
during worship. I invite you to be a part of the celebration by bringing a photo of your saint(s) to church
that morning. If you don’t have a photo, bring a memento that reminds you of that person. You will receive
further instructions on what to do with your photo when you arrive that morning, but you will get your
photos and mementos back. We will display them in the sanctuary as a visual reminder of that great cloud
of witnesses who will be praying for us even as we pray for them.

Pastor Brent

On Friday, Oct. 7th, the Church Women United
will be meeting at First Baptist Church of
Rochester from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM.
Dr. Deni Mack, who has Masters Degrees in
Education, Biblical Studies, and Divinity and her
Doctor of Ministry in Spiritual Theology, will be
the featured speaker. Dr. Mack is an honoree of
the National Museum of Women’s Book of Lives
and Legacies, nominated by Stephen Ministries.
Please let Flora Holt know if you would like to
attend.

Our first meeting for the fall
season will be on Tuesday,
October 4th at 11:30 AM in the
Church parlor. All women in the
church are invited to attend.
Please bring a sandwich. Dessert
and beverages will be provided.
We will be selling Georgia Pecans again this
year. You may place your order on the form
located on the Vitality Table. This
is our only fund raiser of the year
and all proceeds will go toward
missions. Pecans will be available
after November 1st.

OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out and Sharing Together

The Brighton Food Depot
For October 2016 we are collecting:

Canned Fruit & Cereal

Library Has Re-opened
Hours of Operation

The new and improved library
is now open for operation.
We have moved to the more
universally known Dewey
system for organizing our
books. It is a completely computerized with a
very easy check-out system, demonstrated by
Oliver Hood at our special Forum - Thank you,
Oliver! The library is open: any time the office
is open; Sundays - before and after church;
and on Wednesday evenings. Please browse
this new system and check out a book!

On behalf of the Board
of General Ministries
Executive Committee,
we express our deep
gratitude to First
Baptist Church of Rochester for hosting the
Executive Committee’s September 2016
meeting. We were warmly welcomed when we
arrived on September 8 and experienced a joyful
“sending off” when we departed on September 10!
The spirit of hospitality was strongly evident in the
welcome packets prepared, in the tour of the
church facility, and in food and meeting room
preparation. So many of you took time away from
your busy weekend and donated that time to
providing generous hospitality to us. You made us
feel at home in your presence. We were truly
blessed! May God continue to bless First Baptist
Church as you serve Christ in your community and
in the world as the hands and feet of Christ.
Rev. Judy Fackenthal, ABC USA President &
Dr. Susan Gillies, Interim General Secretary, ABC USA

Book Club
Tuesday, October 25

The FBC Book Club will meet on
Tuesday, Oct. 25 at the church. The
book for discussion will be A Man
Called Ove, by Fredrik Backman, a
heartwarming take about residents of
one neighborhood.

Image Out Film Festival
The Welcoming and Affirming Committee of
the church is pleased to bring to your
attention Image Out, the 24th Annual
Rochester Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Film and Video Festival. This
festival will be held October 6 – 16, 2016.
Films will be shown at the Little Theatre and
the Dryden Theatre. Search on the internet
‘Image Out film festival 2016’ for a
complete listing of the 40 different films.
Choose a film that interests you. One of
the films is “Real Boy,” a documentary that
follows the female-to-male transition of
musician Bennett Wallace from ages 19 to
22, examining every aspect of his life.
Tickets for the films may be purchased by
calling the Image Out office at 271-2640,
M-F 12-4PM or through their website at
www.imageout.org.

October 20th Eldergarten
As we learned from our program on Memory at our
September meeting: socializing, learning, and
playing games is a wonderful way to maintain and
improve your memory. This month, we will play
some old and new games such as bridge, Uno,
Euchre, dominoes and any of the favorites you
would like to bring, share, or teach us how to play.
We will meet at 12 noon for lunch. Please bring a
sandwich. Soup or salad and beverage will be
provided for $1.00. Play begins at 1 PM. Please
sign up at the Vitality Table if you can attend. We
look forward to sharing a fun and enriching time
with you. If you have questions phone JoAnn
Trolley at (585) 586-8545.

GOINGS ON

Occurrences of Interest
Sunday, October 2
Pastor Brent’s Church Installation Service,
Communion, and Celebration
Worship 10:00 AM
Extended Fellowship 11:00 AM
Counters: Diane and Chris
Monday, October 3
Reaching Out Meeting with U of R and
East High about Beechwood at 5:00 PM
Tuesday, October 4
Remington Hubbell Circle 11:30 AM
Wednesday, October 5
Mission Meeting 5:00 PM
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM
Study, 6:00 PM
Children, Poverty & the Bible
Adult Choir 7:15 PM
Friday, October 7 Church Women United Day of Prayer
9:30 PM - 12:00 Noon @ FBCR
Sunday, October 9 - AWAB Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Forum—My Gay Neighbor
Counters: Diane and Dick
Monday, October 10
Columbus Day - Office Closed
Welcoming & Affirming Mtg. 7:00 PM
Tuesday, October 11
Trustees Meeting 6:45 PM
Wednesday, October 12
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM
Study, 6:00 PM
Children, Poverty & the Bible
Adult Choir 7:15 PM
Thursday, October 13
RPC Dinner and Vespers 4:00 PM
Saturday, October 15
Stephen’s Ministry Workshop in DeWitt,
NY 9:00 AM-Noon
Sunday, October 16 - Stewardship begins
Worship 10:00 AM Upon These Foundations
Forum: Giving in Community with
Pastor Brent
Counters: Diane and John
Christian Education 12:30 PM
Monday, October 17
Library Team Meeting 9:30 AM
Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Wednesday, October 19
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM
Study 6:00 PM Missional Church Pastor Brent
Adult Choir 7:15 PM
Thursday, October 20
Eldergarten 12:00 PM—Game Day
Sunday, October 23
Worship 10:00 AM-Upon These Foundations
Forum: Politics with Jim Fleming, RIT
Counters: Diane and Dale
Monday, October 24
200th Anniversary Mtg. 6:00 PM
Tuesday, October 25
Book Club 11:30 AM - A Man Called Ove by
Fredrik Backman
Wednesday, October 26
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM
Study 6:00 PM Missional Church Pastor Brent
Adult Choir 7:15 PM
Sunday, October 30 - All Saints Day
Pledge Sunday - Upon Thee Foundations
Worship 10:00 AM
Forum: Council Update
Counters: Diane and Daryl

REACHING OUT

U of R, East High, & The Beechwood Connection
We at FBCR are looking for opportunities to work with
leaders and members of communities that are
experiencing pockets of poverty and other related
issues. The Missions Committee has been active in
reaching out through the program with Rochester
Psychiatric Center and most recently with offering
financial support to the Western New York Child Care
Council, Inc. within the Beechwood Community. The
program and needs of Quad-A have also been presented
to the Missions Committee.
In August a new Task Force was formed with Mark
Harnischfeger and Ken Dodgson as co-chairs. The
charge given to this group was to identify pockets of
need in Rochester. During their first meeting they
reflected back to FBCR’s previous involvement with the
Beechwood project and decided to look at that
community’s present needs. Since East High School is
situated on the fringe of the Beechwood community and
has a history of a low graduation rate, high drop-out
rate, and a variety of other problems, it qualifies to be
included in this review.
The University of Rochester has spearheaded the project
at East High School. We know little about this project.
Dr. Stephen Uebbing, at the Warner School at the U of R
is the director of the project. He and Mr. Shaun Nelms,
Superintendent of East High, have been invited to join
us to share information about this project, its purpose,
and goals on Monday, October 3 at 5:00 PM.
We will meet in the Parlor. It is important that we have
good representation at this meeting to learn how we, as
a faith community could support a project focused on a
teenage group. Also, as we reach out into various areas
of the community to identify needs, it is important that
we learn what and where they exist in order to prioritize
our focus, energies, and funds.
We look forward to seeing you on Monday,
October 3rd at 5 PM in the Church Parlor.

REV. WILLIAMS NAMED INTERIM
ABC Churches of Connecticut
Rev. Dr. Ken Williams has accepted the invitation to
serve as Interim Executive Minister for the American
Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN). He'll begin
his work October 1. He'll oversee the resourcing of the
120 congregations of ABCCONN while a search
committee works to find the permanent successor to the
Rev'd Dr. Judy Allbee, who retired after 12 years in the
executive role. The search may take anywhere between
six and eighteen months. Ken's spouse, Peg, will
continue her intentional interim role with Community
United Church of Christ in Raleigh, NC, until that
congregation names its new pastor. She will then join
Ken for the balance of his term in Connecticut. Their
temporary home will be in Hartford, CT.

