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May you experience God’s Love and Light now and always.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the church staff,
Pastor Brent, Janet, David, Mary Lou, Bonnie, Jake, Julian, Peter, Misha, and Brian.
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Pastor’s Commentary

PASTOR’S COMMENTARY
Winter’s Snow

More than a few of our beloved FBC family have inquired in the last couple of weeks how Anna and
I are faring in the snow. As native and lifelong Texans we’ve only seen this much winter weather on
vacations through the years. We’ve never had to live our lives amid the powder, never had to walk a dog
in sub-zero wind chills, never shoveled a driveway. You have asked how we’re doing with this new reality,
because you’re concerned about us and we deeply appreciate the concern – honestly.
There is, though, an assumption within most of your voices when you ask the question. There is a
foreboding tone, even a reluctance to bring the topic of winter up lest it be a sore subject. You, most of
you, have lived through Rochester winters. Some of you have lived through many Rochester winters! Your
time in the snow has given you a sense of reality. That silky, white blanket on the lawn can really wreak
havoc. It has to be laboriously and/or expensively removed from paths, roads, and driveways. It has a
way of sneaking in the door behind you when you arrive at home. It makes a mess. It goes along with
gray, sunless skies. What’s more it is here for nearly half of the year. Every. Single. Year. Snow can be
anything but pleasant and you know that first hand.
That’s why you want to make sure we’re doing well, but you forget one thing. We’re new to this.
As far as we’re concerned, snow is beautiful and wonderful. I know, I know…just give it a couple of more
months! Yes, in time some of the luster will have melted even if our driveway hasn’t, but for the moment,
while it’s still new to us, it’s beautiful. I even enjoy shoveling the stuff (though this is admittedly the first
part I will start to hate in due time). Around every corner is a new winter scene the likes of which I’ve
never seen before. The city is quieter, more festive with snow. The farmland is brighter and more
expansive. The neighborhoods are iced with glee in my mind’s eye. For the moment…I love snow!
These are the eyes of a newcomer, these are the eyes of a newborn. Those of us laying our eyes
on any given thing for the first time are given to overlooking blemishes and shortcomings. What we’re
seeing is so full of wonder that we can’t help but be in awe. What must a newborn think of the world in
which everything is new!? It must be an intensely beautiful place so full of promise and hope that nothing
can take away the joy of seeing it. The eyes of a newborn.
Aren’t we glad that God has come among us as a newborn? Aren’t we glad that whatever trouble
we’ve found in our days, God looks upon us through the eyes of a newborn? Whatever scars we bear,
whatever pain we’ve caused or carry, whatever struggle we’ve had, God sees first only what is beautiful
within us.
As we turn from 2016, I pray that the God who sees you with the eyes of a newborn, would give
you also the eyes of a newborn in 2017.

Pastor Brent
We want your ideas...
The 200th Anniversary Planning Team meets at the end of January to
continue with its plans for our 200th celebration.
At that time we hope to have our theme solidified. Ideas are coming in, the
Celebration Weekend is set for October 5, 6, and 7, 2018, and we are
excited about what will be a year of celebration.
We seek your ideas! I f you have any thoughts or ideas, email us at:
200th@fbcrochester.net or place a note in the suggestion boxes located in
the foyer and on the Vitality Table.
Small project volunteers sought: We may call upon different individuals to help out with certain projects.
Right now we are seeking one or more individuals who enjoy reading through the various materials in our
vault and archives, looking for interesting historical facts about our church, Rochesterville and Rochester as it
grew, and how FBCR impacted the community over the years. If you like looking through old documents and
reading materials for interesting facts, this may be a way you can really help us. There is lots of time in
which this can be done and more than one volunteer is welcome. Contact any of us if you think you this is a
job for you.
Thank you. Your 200th planning team: Jack Auer, Pastor Brent, Michele Hunt, Ivan Marable, Lynn McClellan,
and Janet Richardson. If you would be interested in joining our planning team, we would love to have you!
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OUR COMMUNITY

JANUARY BOOK CLUB

Reaching out to others

The FBC Book Club’s next
meeting will be on the
fourth Tuesday, January 24,
at 11:30 AM in the church
library. Each reader will
report on a book of his or
her choice. Everyone is
welcome to join us.

The Brighton Food Depot
Winter months need your extra donations
Last month the depot needed to make purchases
of several food items to meet the monthly need.
We were blessed to have received a significant
donation from Atonement Lutheran to cover these
costs a while ago. Next month, won’t you
consider bringing in a few extra items so our need
to purchase items will be less? Thank you!

For January we are collecting:
Spaghetti sauce and Fruit
Watch for Souper Bowl of Caring
information to come!

Cam and Val Hyde send their
greetings to the church
family from Florida and the Lays
send their best from Colorado, too!

On Thursday, January 19, 2017, our program will be "Getting to Know You" with Pastor
Brent and Anna. They will sharing their life stories and the journey that led them to minister to
us. We will meet in the Garden Room at 12 noon for a brown bag lunch. Soup, dessert, and a
beverage will be provided for $1.00. The program will begin by 1:00 PM. Sign up on the Vitality
Table if you can join us.

Eldergarten is a fellowship group of precocious seniors over age 55. All are welcome.
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GOINGS ON

Occurrences of Interest

HABITAT EASTER CANDY

December 26 through January 3
Limited office hours and office closings

BUILDING FOR TOMORROW

Wednesday, December 28
Annual Reports due

2017 Easter Candy
Sale to Benefit
Flower City
Habitat for
Humanity

Sunday, January 1
Worship 10:00 AM - Communion
Wednesday, January 4
Adult Choir 7:15 PM
Sunday, January 8
Worship 10:00 AM
Removing the Greens following worship
Fellowship and Luncheon 11:30 AM
Monday, January 9
Library Team 9:30 AM
Welcoming and Affirming 7:00 PM
Tuesday, January 10
Trustees Meeting 6:00 PM

Members and friends
are encouraged to
participate in the
2017 Easter Candy Sale. Proceeds from this sale will
be used by the Brighton Coalition of Churches to help
build a Habitat House in 2018. Catalogs of the
delicious candy choices will be available. Orders will
be taken from February 5 through February 26.
Candy may be picked up after March 30. Easter
Sunday is April 16, 2017. Contact Person: Marge
Forth at mforth@rochester.rr.com

Thursday, January 12
RPC Dinner and Vespers 4:00 PM

OUR GIVING TREE
FULL AND GENEROUS

Sunday, January 15
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:00 AM
Second Hour: Forum-Trustees 11:30 AM
Youth Group 11:30 AM

Thank you very
much for your
generous
donations to Our
Giving Tree!

Monday, January 16
Office Closed
Council Meeting 6:00 PM
Wednesday, January 18
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM
Study 6:00 PM
Adult Choir 7:15 PM

Did you see how full the
Giving Tree became as
your generous donations
began to fill it? We are
very pleased to supply to
Cameron Community
Ministries the following
items:

Thursday, January 19
Eldergarten - Get to know Pastor Brent
and Anna through their stories… Noon
Sunday, January 22
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship in Hubbell Hall 11:10 AM
Annual Meeting 11:30 AM
Monday, January 23
200th Anniversary 6:00 PM

Hats

60

Tuesday, January 24
FBC Book Club: Readers’ Choice 11:30AM

Gloves

31

Wednesday, January 25
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM
Study 6:00 PM
Adult Choir 7:15 PM

Scarves/Neckwarmers

Sunday, January 29
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:00 AM
Second Hour: Forum-11:30 AM
Youth Group 11:30 AM

Socks

9
48

Combo hat/gloves

7

Books

6

Total Items
4

161

