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Pastor’s Commentary
This world offers a pastor many opportunities to smile. Jokes centered in the Bible1 or
theology2 give some of us sheepish smirks. Leftover treats in the break room refrigerator after
church events will give us a grin too. Few things though, cause me to beam in the way I have been
recently. The cause behind my pearly whites? A question.
A serious heresy has taken hold of the American church, and I don’t use the word “heresy”
lightly. At some point in the last few generations the idea has set in that churches should be
measured by what is within - within the building, within ourselves. Quality programs, meaningful
worship, and fulfilling spirituality are, of course, important parts of the Christian life, but those
have been held up out of balance with the call of God upon God’s people to be a transformative
presence in the world around. That is, churches should be measured not only by who they are, but
by what they’re doing. In fact, these two things shouldn’t be separated. As a pastor, though, this
has been a hard sell at times. Not so at First Baptist. We are community chomping at the bit to see
transformation in the world. We know the road of justice is uphill in all directions. We know the
journey won’t be easy. We know there is something at stake for us corporately and individually,
but we’re still a community eager to seek out and get in involved in the Missio Dei (The Mission of
God). I know this is true, because so many of you pose the question that makes me grin with glee,
“What are we doing?”
What are we doing about poverty? What are we doing in Beechwood? What are we doing
about Racism? Are we doing anything about Puerto Rico? What are we doing for the LGBTQ
community?
__________
1

Did you know that God loves baseball?
No, how do you know that?
It says in Genesis that God created the world in the big-inning.
2
What did the Calvinist say after he fell down the stairs?
“Glad that’s over with.”
1
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I’ve heard your question. It’s made me smile and I thought I would offer a brief and
oversimplified answer now then let this be the question we live into as a community in the months
ahead. I would like to tell you about what we’re doing now and how you can be a part as well as a
bit about where we’re headed (though that isn’t entirely my question to answer) and how you can
be a part.
What are we doing now?
We’re learning. We’re learning about poverty. We’re learning about racism. We’re learning
about Rochester and Beechwood. We’re learning about the struggles of LGBTQ people. We’re
learning about community gardens. We’re learning all kinds of things. Too often education is
dismissed as “just talking”, but the biggest problems we have in the world are highly complex.
We cannot possibly hope to make a difference without getting smart. An informal group of
people are meeting with Connected Communities, a “quarterback” organization looking to
coalesce existing organizations in their work against poverty and its many sub-issues. Our
Welcoming and Affirming Committee is constantly engaging others who help us further
understand the issues faced by LGBTQ persons. Our Missions Team is fostering new and
renewed relationships with Missions Partners who have a great deal to teach us.
What can you do? Join us for a Connected Communities meeting sometime. Meet with
another organization who works in an area you care about. Listen for announcements about
opportunities to learn through our education times at FBC.
We’re getting to know. Often the difference between toxic charity and meaningful transformation is simply a relationship. We cannot be content with simply knowing about others – that
is the issues. Justice always comes by relationship. The Beechwood group, Missions/Outreach
Team, W & A committee, and dozens of individuals among us are committed to building
friendships with those affected by and working on the issues at hand.
What can you do? Look for opportunities to get to know people who wouldn’t normally be
on your “beaten path” in life. Be intentional. If these come through volunteer opportunities
set your focus more on the getting to know than on the helping. One will lead to the other,
I promise, but they have to come in the right order.
We’re serving. Many FBC folks volunteer with missions partners or organizations we have
formal relationships with or otherwise. Some do so through church-centered programs like our
food cupboard. Others do so “on their own.” Some serve in capacities helping manage day-today realities. Some serve with groups who are working on comprehensive, long-term solutions.
Engage your community. Volunteer when opportunities arise at FBC, sure, but don’t wait on
us. Get out there. Find something you’re passionate about, find someone who is engaging
the issue and is in relationship with the people, and ask them how you can be a part. Don’t
forget to let us know what you’re up to.
What will we do in the future?
This question I hear so often doesn’t come from general curiosity; it comes from a true
concern for all God’s children. I smile in hearing it often, because I know that the most
challenging piece of becoming a transforming presence – the will to do so – is already in place at
First Baptist. There is little question, though, that we need more than good intentions. We need to
search within ourselves to identify our passions – or dare I say, callings. We will need to organize
around those callings also and continue to learn, grow, and engage.
In April we will have a church-wide (and beyond for that matter) opportunity for
conversation and action that I believe will spark compassionate creativity in all of us as
individuals. We will conclude that month talking about a new way to organize ourselves to more
effectively carry that creativity into the world. Stay tuned for more specific information coming in
the New Year. And whatever you do, don’t stop asking what we’re doing!

Rev. Brent Bowden,
Pastor
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Holiday Happenings
An Advance Glance At



CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Youth and Children Led

Sunday, December 3rd
following worship.

On Sunday, December 10th with song,
scripture, and story, our youth and
children will lead the congregation in a
musical program.
They will share the story of our coming
Savior in a very interactive way. The
congregation will participate as we sing
favorite carols which we all love. We
will share history and stories and assist
in the journey through Advent and the
spirit of the season.

Help us decorate for the
Advent Season.

The program will begin at 5:00 PM.
Plan to support the youth and children
of the church, even if you can not stay
for the dinner.
Following the Christmas Program, at
6:00 PM, we will gather together in
Hubbell Hall to share in a festive time
of fellowship, food prepared by the
Pensgens, and Christmas fun.

CHRISTMAS DINNER
Church Family Event
This is an event for old friends and our
church family to come and join in with
those new friends and family with joy in
Advent. It is a time to feel the warmth
and the spirit of the season with good
food and special fun for all ages.
A special mystery guest from far away
in the north is sure to make an
appearance and give gifts of love to our
youngest among us. The favorite poem
of ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas will
be shared as wide-eyes gather around.

YOUTH BELL RINGING
For Salvation Army
On December 2nd from 2:00 to 4:00
PM, the youth, their leaders, and any
children or young adults who would
like to join them are welcome to
come to Eastview Macy’s. We will be
located at Macy’s (Rt. 96 entrance)
and to ring bells, dance, open doors,
and wish shoppers a very merry holiday season. We will do
this all while collecting donations for the Salvation Army.

December 21, 6:30 PM

If you are interested in participating, need a ride, or would
like more information you may contact Jake Richardson,
youth leader, at youth@fbcrochester.net or you may contact
the church office at (585) 244-2468.

On the menu is Crunchy Christmas
Chicken, carrot coins, and holiday
potatoes.
The hall will be transformed into an
evening of elegance. We hope you will
bring to share a favorite dessert for
our dessert bar. Seating may be
purchased in advance. Seating sales
will be: Adults and Teens at $6,
Children, ages 5-11 at $3, and Children
4 and under are free. See Margaret
Cooley during coffee hour or contact
the church office by Wednesday,
December 7th.

December 24
7:00 PM
3
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GIVING TREE

For Cameron Community Ministries

We are again doing a
Mitten & Hat Giving
Tree, in the Garden
Room for Cameron
Community Ministries.
We will set up the tree
and string the lights but
the decorations will be
brought by you... not
with ornaments and
tinsel but with the gifts
of hats, scarves, mittens
and other needed winter
items for the children of CCM. At their
Christmas Party, they hope to give each
child at least one winter item. Wouldn’t
it be wonderful if it could be more? Our
Cameron Giving Tree will help with this
effort. Help us decorate the tree with
colorful varieties of boys’ and girls’
hats, scarves, and mittens.
Your donations may make it possible
for a child in need to be able to stay
warm on their walk to school this
winter, so please be generous and hang
your unwrapped gift right on the tree.
We will need these gifts by December
10th to get them to CCM in time for
their holiday parties.

YOUTH+ GATHERING
High School, College, Post-College

Calling all college, post-college, and
high school youth and young adults
(15 to 20 somethings).
During the semester break between
fall and spring semesters, we hope to
gather together. If you will be in town
sometime after Christmas into the
beginning of the new year, please let
us know your schedule so we can see
if we can get a significant group
together for food, fun, and fellowship.
Ideas on what to do? We will accept
your suggestions as well. Things we
have done in the past include game
playing, bowling, sledding, and more.
Text or email your ideas to any of the
leaders and we will see what
suggestions we get.

17th

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Anticipating the light…

amid the darkness

December 21, 6:30 PM
175 Allens Creek Road
Rochester, NY 14534

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are for many joyful
occasions full of warmth and good tidings, but not for
everybody. For those who are suffering loss of one kind or
another the festivities of the seasons can become further
cause for grief. We will hold space for those who have lost
loved ones, who are going through relationship hardships,
employment difficulties, life-limiting illness, or who simply
find themselves feeling "blue" this year with a longest
night service. Positioned literally on the longest night of
the year we will acknowledge through prayers, carols, and
communion that though the light is dawning, we still live
in darkness.
4

Our Giving Tree

OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out to Others

This month we are
putting our faith into
action by emphasizing
our Giving Tree where we
provide mittens, hats,
gloves, and scarves for
the children served by
Cameron Community
Ministries. Please consider donating as
many of these items as you can. Warm the
hearts, heads, and hands of those in need.

Brighton Food Depot December needs:

Fruit and Boxed spaghetti
As the nights get longer and the days are colder,
having items in the cupboard toward the end of
each month (3rd week) is helpful. This is when
children from a Quad A program for needy
children can often use a bag of additional food
items to help stretch the food budget just a little
further. Each month BFD volunteers pack 10
items 80 bags for those served. This month we
need boxed spaghetti and canned fruit. Please
give generously, and thank you!

Thank you so much for your generous
donations to World Mission Offering. This
year we collected almost $900.

E.D.E.N. COMMUNITY GARDEN

Our next ABC special offering will be in
January with the Retired Ministers and
Missionaries Offering.

Dear First Baptist Mission Team,
I can’t begin to tell you how thankful we
are for your support of our E.D.E.N. (Every Day
Eat Naturally) Community Garden! Please don’t
hesitate to bring anyone over that wants to see
our place first hand!

For our 200th anniversary, we plan
to put together a yearbook-style
directory and historical annual. We
will need your directory photos. Yes,
we will be using supplied photos with
an option for picture taking times at church.
We also seek candid shots of our various
events throughout the year. Please send any
photos you wish to have considered to
photos@rochesterfbc.org or drop them at the
office. More details to come...

Bless you and your committee!!!
Blessings,
Julie Cicora
Mission Developer
St. Mark’s and St. John’s
E.D.E.N. Community Garden
Located in and serving the Beechwood Area.
75

GOINGS ON

Eldergarten

OCCURRENCES OF INTEREST

Saturday, December 2, 2017
Youth Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army, 2:00 PM –
4:00 PM – Eastview Macy’s (Rte. 96 entrance)
Sunday, December 3, 2017 – First Sunday in Advent
Worship, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM – Hanging of the Greens
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
Brown Bag, 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Study, 6:00 PM – 7:15 PM, Charles Dickins’ “A
Christmas Carol: What the Story Really Means”
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM - 8:30 PM
Sunday, December 10, 2017
Worship, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM - Year-end projections - 2018 Budget
Christmas Program, 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Christmas Dinner, 6:00 PM
Monday, December 11, 2017
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Welcome & Affirm Mtg., 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Wednesday, December 13, 2017
Missions Mtg., 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Brown Bag, 5:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Study, 6:00 PM – 7:15 PM, Charles Dickins’ “A
Christmas Carol: What the Story Really Means”
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM - 8:30 PM
Thursday, December 14, 2017
Eldergarten, 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM, Christmas Luncheon
at The Five Mile Café
Sunday, December 17, 2017
Worship, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM – Christmas Cantata
Fellowship, 11:00 AM - 11:30 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM
Monday, December 18, 2017
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM

Wednesday, December 20, 2017
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM - 8:30 PM
Thursday, December 21, 2017
Blue Christmas: A Longest Night Service, 6:30 PM
Sunday, December 24, 2017
Worship, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7:00 PM
Monday, December 25, 2017 – Christmas Day
Office Closed
Sunday, December 31, 2017
Worship, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Thursday, December 14th
Eldergarten Christmas Lunch
Come with “bells on” for our special Christmas
luncheon Thursday, December 14 at 12 PM (noon).
We will meet at the Five Mile Café, 2084 Five Mile Line
Road. It is located on the right-hand side, five
structures north of the stop light at 441 and Five Mile
Line. Park in the roomy lot behind and come into the
back handicapped accessible door.
Our host, Michael Paccia, is providing us with a private
room. The café serves a full line of breakfast, brunch,
luncheon sandwiches, quiches, salads, and beverages
and we can have separate checks.
Come and share a Christmas memory or poem or song.
Please sign up on the Vitality Table so I can make our
reservations by Monday, December 11th.

FBCR BOOK CLUB
YOUR CHOICE BOOK

The FBC Book Club will not meet in December.
For the January meeting on the fourth Tuesday,
January at 11:30 AM, participants will read a book
of their choice.

Annual Reports
DUE JANUARY 2ND

To program staff, officers, chairpersons, and leaders:
We are seeking your annual report for 2017. This
report should provide to the congregation any
information on what you accomplished in 2017 and
what you may plan to accomplish in 2018. We need
these reports by January 2nd but will accept them now.
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