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fences?

Pastor’s Commentary

Parables are stories paradoxically so simple they bear no interpretation and simultaneously
so complex they are mystifying. They teach us not by imparting knowledge, but forcing our hearts
and minds to work in concert. I think that’s why Jesus taught in parables. They were his way of
showing that the Kingdom of God (the subject of most of his parables) is real and present, but
also must be sought in order to be found. I witnessed a parable like that a couple of years ago. I
think it speaks to this present moment of violence and political discord.
The Kingdom of God is like…
Several years ago Anna and I lived on campus at the seminary where she was studying for
her M.Div. It was a wonderful community to be part of with lots of families of different shapes,
sizes, and kinds. Children would roll in the St. Augustine grass under the giant oaks along the
creek running through campus while their parents worked on homework together. We devised a
make-shift Frisbee golf course among the buildings and spent too much time trying to best one
another. The buildings on campus often hosted classes by day and silly, but enjoyable events by
night. All of that happened on a small plot of land of no more than a few acres nestled into the
inner urban center of Austin, Texas immediately adjacent to the University of Texas.
Due to its location the seminary was anything but isolated. There were sidewalks running in
every direction through campus. University students and faculty frequently cut through the
seminary campus on their way to classes. Local business owners and patrons also found their way
from their hard-won parking spaces to their destinations via those same paths. Sometimes folks
who had no place to call home would also wander through not so much going somewhere as
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simply trying to be somewhere. Once in a while they helped themselves to a snack from the
community garden on campus. That was just fine by the gardeners. All of these momentary
guests of the seminary were invariably greeted with a vague, but most courteous nod and
“hello” from the seminary community when paths crossed. I don’t know if it is fair to say those
people were our friends, but they were a part of the community at the seminary, if only
peripherally.
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Then something happened. Well, lots of things happened. A gunman went on a rampage
on the University campus. He didn’t hurt anybody and when it was all over it appeared he never
wanted to hurt anyone, he just wasn’t healthy. Still it frightened people. The population of
people without homes was growing in the urban core of Austin and the stigma surrounding their
presence wasn’t dying away. There had been some reports of assaults in the neighborhood.
There were other factors too, but I don’t recall them all. The fact was the world was becoming a
more dangerous place or at least it felt that way.
The administration of the seminary, diligent in their responsibility to keep the seminary
population safe, began conceptual work on a perimeter fence. It would be built of ornate iron so
as to be pleasing to the eye and it would surround the entire campus. Passcodes to the gates
would be given to faculty and students to come and go as they please any time, but nobody else
would be able to get in. That would keep the kids in the grass under the oaks safer, protect the
parking lots from vandalism, provide peace of mind to students making late-night, solitary trips
between library and dorm, and it would protect the community garden from unauthorized
picking.
When the plan was presented to the student body it landed like a lead balloon. They
understood that the administration had their well-being in mind and genuinely appreciated the
gesture, but with a solid consensus they urged the administration not to go through with the
plan. The students thought first of all those whose commutes to work, school, or nowhere in
particular would be lengthened in having to travel the perimeter rather than the heart of the
campus. They reflected on their Hebrew Scriptures courses and wondered how they could
practice hospitality if strangers were not allowed in their land. They thought too of the subtle,
but certain message a fence sends to those on the outside. Their courses in liturgics (worship)
came to mind and they couldn’t understand how to preach that sanctuaries are places for all
people, but seminaries are not. They knew that, statistically speaking, they would be safer with
the fence than without, but their studies of the gospels shed light on a man who willingly laid
down his own life as an expression of love.
There is no villain to this story, only an administration who cared deeply for their students
and students who cared deeply for their community. In the end, no fence was built.
Do you wonder what the story means?
Me too. I wonder every time I think of it.

Rev. Brent Bowden,
Pastor

What If?...
What if you had a million dollars to make
some change in the world?
We are asking the congregation to consider being a little more
involved in church life during the month of April. It is when
we will participate in concentrated learning, inspiring, and
strategy sessions. Pick up a brochure at the church or visit
our web page at www.fbcrochester.net/whatif for more details
and sign up today on the Vitality Table or by calling the
church office at (585) 244-2468.
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out to Others

December 21, 6:30 PM
The Brighton Food Depot would like to thank the youth and their leaders
of First Baptist Church for their hard work and generous donations from
the Souper Bowl of Caring Food Drive!
Through your support the Brighton Food Depot is able to assist needy children and
their families in the city through the school year. We couldn’t do this without you!
March items needed are Cereal and Spaghetti Sauce.

IN MARCH
Your America for Christ
gifts will make life-changing impact through
ministries and resources that vitalize our
congregations and communities across the
United States and Puerto Rico with the hope
of Jesus Christ.

EPHESIANS
4:11-13

www.abhms.org

Out Alliance Thank You Note

Christian Education and Mission/Outreach
team up with Forum presentations

Dear First Baptist Church of Rochester,
On behalf of the board and staff of the Out
Alliance and Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley,
we would like to thank you for your recent gift
given following our visit to speak at your Forum

During the winter/spring Forum schedule we
have featured representatives of organizations
our Church supports through Mission Giving.

Here at the Out Alliance and the LGBTQ+
Resource Center we see over 900 people a month
through our programs. These cannot happen
without support such as yours.

February 18 - Open Door Mission
February 25 - Childcare Council
March 4 – The Coffee Connection
(Project Empower)
March 18 – Cameron Ministries
May 6 – Haitian Orphans
May 20 – E.D.E.N. Community Garden

The organizations and the dates are:

The Out Alliance continually strives to be
Champions for LGBTQ Life and Culture.
Thank you for your continued support.
With sincere gratitude,

We hope you enjoy learning more about some of
the groups we support.

Joshua Stapf, Development Director
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Community Concert Series
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus  March 2, 2018 at 7:30 PM
We hope to see you Friday at this exciting event in celebration of our 200th anniversary! For over
three decades the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus has exemplified excellence in choral arts by
serving the greater Rochester community and Western New York. This 40-plus vocal ensemble
unites proudly to seek a better world for themselves, the community, and for our nation by
sowing the seeds of harmony through the universal language of music. Join us for a program of
wonderful choral music to celebrate the long history of this outstanding choral group as well as
First Baptist’s position as a Welcoming and Affirming congregation!
In case of severe weather, check our website or phone message for event changes.

Easter Handbell Choir

Organ and Piano Duo
March 18, 2018

Calling all interested bell ringers! The
handbell choir mets Sundays at 11:30 AM in
preparation for Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday performances. No previous
experience necessary, but basic music
reading skills are required. See David
Labman with any questions or see you in the
sanctuary this Sunday following fellowship.

Join us in worship on March 18th when the
music program of First Baptist Church will
again present special music in worship in
honor of our 200th year. We are blessed to
have such wonderful and talented musicians
in our midst. A beautiful piece will be played
for the congregation with Julian Petrallia on
organ and Doleen Hood on piano.
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Save the Dates
Amanda Tyler, BJC, will be at
First Baptist Church on
April 15 and 16
speaking on Religious Liberty.

HOLY WEEK SERVICE

THURSDAY, MARCH 29 AT 6:00 PM
Easter Sunday will be wonderful and the
promises of that day are central to our lives,
but we must remember there could be no
Easter if there were no Good Friday and the day
leading up to it. On Thursday, March 29
(Maundy Thursday) at 6:30 PM, we will gather
in Hubbell Hall for a service celebrating Holy
Week. Children are welcome during this service
and may optionally go to childcare during the
second half of the service, which deals with
darker themes. No sign up is necessary, but an
interest form is available on the vitality table to
help with planning.

A Welcoming and Affirming Church:
Building Bridges
Yes! We are a welcoming and affirming
church. Our committee of 6 began with a
positive attitude to spread the message to
the congregation and the Rochester
community that First Baptist Church
welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender people. We soon realized that
we welcome all people who walk through the
door.
Building bridges is not easy. Sometimes we
need a little help from our friends. Chuck
Sparnecht will lead our discussions on
understanding others, expanding
acceptance, continuing to build bridges, and
exploring what we as individuals and our
church can do in being welcoming to others.
It is hard to grow your faith when you
remain inside your comfort zone. We will
gather in discussion at the Forum on
Sunday, March 11, 2018 at 11:30 AM and on
two Wednesday evenings: March 14 and
March 21 at 6:00 PM for discussion. Our
Brown Bag Fellowship will begin at 5:30 PM.
We hope each of you will make a point to
participate in these discussions.

For our 200th anniversary, we plan to put
together a yearbook-style directory and
historical annual. We are asking each
member or family to submit a picture for this
directory. We will also have a few phototaking opportunities in the near future to
assist anyone needing a photo to submit.
The best photos are ones which focus on the
individuals. This is generally done using solid
or blurred backgrounds and solid clothing. We
do want your personality to show through so
send us your favorite photo. Please send an
electronic version to photos@rochesterfbc.org
or drop the photos at the office. We will scan
them for you and return them as soon as
possible. We do need high quality images so
the higher the resolution the better. Thank
you.
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GOINGS ON

Occurrences of Interest

Friday, March 2
World Day of Prayer
Community Concert - Rochester Gay Men's
Chorus, 7:30 PM
Sunday, March 4
Worship - Communion, 10 AM
Fellowship, 11 AM
Forum - Coffee Connection, Joy Bergfalk
Wednesday. March 7
Mission Mtg. 4:30 PM
Brown Bag, 5:30 PM
Study, 6:00 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, March 11
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
Worship, 10 AM
Fellowship, 11 AM
Forum - Teaching Tolerance, Chuck Sparnecht
Monday, March 12
Trustees Meeting, 6 PM
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7 PM
Wednesday, March 14
Brown Bag, 5:30 PM
Study, 6:00 PM - Teaching Tolerance
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM

Sunday, March 18
Worship, 10 AM
Fellowship, 11 AM
Forum - Cameron Community, Jennifer Muniga
Monday, March 19
Council Meeting, 6 PM
Wednesday, March 21
Brown Bag, 5:30 PM
Study, 6:00 PM - Teaching Tolerance
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, March 25 - Holy Week
Scouting Breakfast, 8 AM
Worship, Palm Sunday, 10 AM
Fellowship, 11 AM
No Forum today
Monday, March 26- Holy Week
Library, 9:30 AM

Eldergarten

Thursday, March 15th 12:00 PM - Noon

The Green in our Own Backyard
Eldergarten meets Thursday, March
15th at 12:00 PM (noon) for lunch.
We will learn about the “the Green in
our Own Backyard” with a presentation
by Justine Mapstone on “The Crossman
Seed Co.” in East Rochester.
Please bring a sandwich. Salad,
dessert, and beverage are provided for a small donation.
Sign up at the Vitality Table and we’ll set a place for you.

FBCR BOOK CLUB
The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman
The FBC Book Club will meet on Tuesday,
March 27, at 11:30 AM in the church
library. The book for discussion will be The
Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman. It is
a true story of compassion, relating the
unique efforts of the Zabinskis who saved
over 300 Jews in Poland.

Lenten Reflection Study

An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor
Individuals may read the reflective book,
An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown
Taylor for the season of Lent. It has been
made available for the discounted price of
$5 by Christian Education. Please sign up
at the Vitality Table or contact the church
office if you want a copy. Those who wish
may gather together for our final evening
of discussion on the book on Wednesday,
March 7, at 6:00 PM.

Vice Moderator

A Note From Moderator, Daryl Hunt

Thursday, March 29 - Holy Week
Holy Week Service with Agape Meal 6:00 PM

I am very pleased to announce that the position of Vice
Moderator has been filled by Chuck Sparnecht with
unanimous approval by the Council. I thank Chuck for
his willingness to serve, welcome him to the team, and
look forward to his contributions to our church and our
mission.

Friday, March 30 - Holy Week
Good Friday, Prayer Vigil 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Best regards,

Wednesday, March 28 - Holy Week
No Study or Choir Tonight

Sunday, April 1 - Holy Week
Easter Sunday, 10:00 AM

Daryl
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